A OMITS INTER VIEWS 


T\ Newsman Denies 
Connection with Novel 


By DUANE ST. CLAIR 
Of The Dispatch Staff 

TV newsman and outdoor columnist Richard L. Paugh 
said reports that the controversial Gordon Novel dealt with 
Paugh s part-time Gahanna news operation were “hokum.” 
Paugh confirmed Saturday I 
that he had interviewed 


Novel nerrly two weeks ago 
and that he had a telephone 
conversalion with the former 
IN e w 0 deans 
night ch. b op- 
erator ‘about 
a week ago.” 

novel is 

wanted in New 
Orleans for 
questioni ig in 
an i n \ e s ti- 
g a t i o n in t o 
President Ken- 
nedy’s . a s s a s- 
sination. Paugh 

Paugh, who writes a col- 
umn for the weekl y Spectator 
denied that through his bus” 
iness, M;veriek News Serv- 
ice, 74 Mill St., Gahanna, he 
had dealiigs with Novel. 


Gahanna officials theorized 
Novel may have been living, 
in the office which Paugh 
visits "two or three after- 
noons a week.” 

PAUGH SAID that if “any 
strangers” were around the 
building, he would know 
about it. 

Paugh doubted anyone was 
living in the building which 
has two other businesses — 
the Rocky Fork Enterprise 
weekly newspaper and a PTA 1 
“trading post” — because 
there are no apparent living 
quarters and only one toilet 
in the building. He was un- 
-certain of the building own- 
er’s name. 

A WTVN-TV newsman, 
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Pau|h^air^hat he inter- 
-viffwed Novel after locating 
him in a Downtown hotel. He 
located Novel, he said, after 
a national television network 
said Novel was in Columbus. 

PAUGH described Novel 
as “a kinda erratic fella” who 
made no definite statements 
in the telephone conversa- 
tion. It was a Columbus area 
call, he said. 

“I didn’t really know why 
he called,” Paugh said. At the 
time, Paugh said, “He told 
me he had been to Virginia 
and had come back again.” 
He admitted, however, that 
Novel had inquired about 
selling a news story about 
his experiences. 

PAUGH DENIED that he 
offered to market the story 
and suggested Novel contact] 
various magazines. Paugh 
said Novel “didn’t seem 
anxious to come out with 
facts.” 

Novel, he related, inquired 
if any money could be made 
selling a story, and Paugh as- 
sured him there could be. 

When asked about reports 
that he, Paugh, had agreed 
to buy or market a story and 
that Novel was writing it in ‘ 
the news service office, Paugh 1 
commented, “That’s interest- 
ing.” - C 

HE LATER said that the £ 
reports were “not right.” I 
Paugh said his only recent v 
(knowledge of Novel was in- c 
i formation that he had been i 
arrested in Gahanna Saturday ' 
afternoon. C 1 , 



